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	 DO	-	5	 Departmental	Overview
Under the banner of America’s Great Outdoors, President 
Obama has made it clear that conservation is a priority for this 
Administration.  We will continue to invest in land and water 
projects that have the backing of communities who depend on 


















Interior	 provides	 access	 for	 renewable	 and	 con-
ventional	 energy	 development	 and	manages	 the	
protection	and	restoration	of	surface	mined	lands.	
























offshore	coastal	areas	 that	can	greatly	 impact	 the	
Nation’s	 energy	 future	 and	 economic	 strength.	
Factored	in	this	balance	is	the	Department’s	unique	
responsibility	 to	 American	 Indians	 and	 Alaska	






ing	 and	 building	 the	 capacity	 to	 carry	 out	 these	
responsibilities	on	behalf	of	the	American	people	
is	Interior’s	primary	focus.
Powering America’s Economy – Stewardship	 of	
America’s	lands	and	natural	resources	is	at	the	heart	




a	 total	 of	 $13.2	 billion	 in	 receipts	 benefitting	 the	
U.S.	 Treasury	 –	 from	 a	 combination	 of	 royalties,	
rents	and	bonuses	from	mineral,	timber,	and	other	
natural	 resource	 development.	 	 The	 Department	
estimates	that	conventional	and	renewable	energy	








other	 mineral	 development	 activities	 on	 Federal	
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lands	supported	an	additional	$16	billion	 in	eco-
nomic	activity	 in	2010.	 	The	use	of	water,	 timber,	
and	other	resources	produced	from	Federal	lands	




































































second	 largest	 producer	 of	 hydroelectric	 power.	
These	projects	and	programs	are	critical	to	driving	
and	maintaining	economic	growth.	 	There	are	58	
hydroelectric	 power	plants	 at	Reclamation	 facili-
ties	which	generate	over	40	billion	kilowatt	hours	
of	electricity	to	meet	the	annual	needs	of	over	3.5	








Growing the Economy Outdoors – Interior	is	at	the	
forefront	 of	 the	Administration’s	 comprehensive	









that	 every	 additional	 65	 international	 visitors	 to	
the	United	States	can	generate	enough	exports	to	






Every year, tens of millions of tourists from 
all over the world come and visit America. 
And the more folks who visit America, 
the more Americans we get back to work.  
We need to help businesses all across the 
Country grow and create jobs; compete and 
win.  That’s how we’re going to rebuild an 
economy where hard work pays off, where 
responsibility is rewarded, and where anyone 












































By	 encouraging	 innovative	 partnerships	 in	 com-
munities	 across	 the	 Nation,	 the	 Administration	
is	 expanding	 access	 to	 rivers	 and	 trails,	 creating	
wildlife	 corridors,	 and	 promoting	 conservation	
while	working	to	protect	historic	uses	of	the	land	
including	 ranching,	 farming,	 and	 forestry.	 	 As	
part	 of	America’s	 Great	 Outdoors,	 there	 are	 101	
signature	 projects	 across	 the	 Country	 to	 make	
parks	 accessible	 for	 children,	 create	 great	 urban	
parks	 and	 community	 green	 spaces,	 restore	 riv-




ten	miles	of	 the	 trail,	which	 connects	urban	 resi-
dents	to	a	network	of	the	region’s	great	parks	and	
outdoor	recreation	areas.		The	City	of	Los	Angeles	













recreational	 opportunities	 by	 enhancing	 existing	
April	9,	2011,	The	President	greets	tourists	at	the	Lincoln	Memorial.	
																																																		Official White House Photo by Pete Souza
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trails,	 developing	 a	 sign	 program	 for	 access	 and	
interpretation,	 and	 assess	water-based	 recreation	
such	as	kayaking	and	canoeing.
The	America’s	Great	Outdoors	 initiative	 is	being	
done	with	 local	 partners	 across	 the	Country.	 	 In	












































Interior.	 	 Investments	 in	 Interior’s	 research	 and	
development	will	 improve	U.S.	 strategic	mineral	
supplies,	water	 use	 and	 availability,	 and	 natural	
hazard	preparedness.		Sustainable	stewardship	of	
natural	 resources	 requires	 strong	 investments	 in	
research	and	development	in	the	natural	sciences.	










have	 led	 to	 increased	use	of	hydraulic	 fracturing	
in	 developing	 natural	 gas	 resources.	 	 To	 ensure	
the	prudent	and	sustainable	development	of	 this	
important	 source	 of	 domestic	 energy,	 economic	
development,	and	job	creation,	the	2013	budget	in-
vests	in	research	and	development	that	proactively	
addresses	 concerns	 about	 the	 potential	 impacts	
of	hydraulic	 fracturing	on	air,	water,	ecosystems,	
and	 seismicity	or	 earthquakes.	 	The	2013	budget	
















small	 diameters.	 	Moreover,	 bacterium	 has	 been	
found	to	work	faster	and	with	less	environmentally	
















In	 2011,	 USGS	 used	 cutting	 edge	 technology	 to	
complete	 the	 genome	 sequencing	 of	 the	 fungus	
that	causes	the	skin	infection	that	is	a	hallmark	of	





to	wildlife	 health,	USGS	 and	university	 partners	
produced	a	study	which	determined	that	bats	con-
tribute	$3.7	billion	to	the	agricultural	economy	by	


















irrigates	 an	 estimated	 60	 percent	 of	 the	Nation’s	
















grant	 projects.	 	 In	 December,	 Interior	 released	 a	
report	 on	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 the	 WaterSMART	















Encouraging Economic Development in Indian 




government	 relationship	 as	 demonstrated	 by	 a	
new	comprehensive	and	transparent	consultation	
policy	 that	 ensures	 there	 is	 a	 strong,	meaningful	
role	for	tribal	governments.		The	Department	and	
the	President	hosted	the	third	White	House	Tribal	





In	 2011,	 Interior	 started	 planning	 to	 imple-






looking,	 comprehensive	 evaluation	 of	 Interior’s	
management	of	nearly	$4	billion	in	American	Indian	
trust	funds	–	with	the	goal	of	making	trust	admin-

















reform	 of	 antiquated,	 “one-size-fits-all”	 Federal	
leasing	regulations	for	the	56	million	surface	acres	







a	 lease	 for	a	 single	 family	home	 is	distinguished	
from	a	 large	 solar	 energy	project.	 	The	proposed	



















and	 improvement	 of	 reservation	 water	 systems,	
irrigation	projects,	 a	 regional	multi-pueblo	water	











continuity	 in	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 authorized	
projects	and	to	highlight	and	enhance	transparency.	



















exceeded	 expectations	 with	 a	 35	 percent	 overall	
decrease	in	violent	crime	in	the	four	communities.	
Information	 about	 the	 four	 reservations	 is	 being	
analyzed	 and	 the	 program	 will	 be	 expanded	 in	
2013	to	an	additional	two	communities.		The	2013	
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inTerior’s budgeT in ConTexT
















Taking Fiscal Responsibility – Interior’s	 2013	
budget	decisions	were	made	in	context	of	the	chal-















budgeT auThoriTy and reCeipTs  
(millions of dollars)
   2011 2012 2013  
   Actual Enacted Request Change
budgeT auThoriTy
	 Total	Current	Appropriations	(w/o resc and cancel)	......... 	 	12,064		 	11,518		 	11,730		 +212
	 	 Rescissions	and	Cancellations	......................... 	 -253	 -86		 -200	 -114
	 Total	Current	Appropriations	(w/ resc and cancel)	.......... 	 	11,811		 	11,432		 	11,530		 +98
	 Permanent	Appropriations	..................................... 	 	6,263		 	8,032		 	6,015		 -2,017
 ToTal ........................................................................   18,074   19,464   17,545  -1,919
 [Net discretionary BA] ...............................................   [11,632]   [11,266]   [11,377]   [+111]
reCeipTs
	 Outer	Continental	Shelf	.......................................... 	 	6,412		 	7,881		 	6,969		 -912
	 Onshore	Mineral	Leasing	....................................... 	 	4,196		 	4,279		 	4,413		 +134
	 Other	Offsetting	Receipts	....................................... 	 	1,804		 	3,567		 	1,718		 -1,849
	 Other	Receipts	.......................................................... 	 	772		 	781		 	769		 -12
 ToTal ........................................................................   13,184   16,508   13,869  -2,639










































deparTmenT of The inTerior funding
Departmental	Overview	 DO	-	12	
This	 budget	 is	 responsible,	with	 strategic	 invest-
ments	in	a	few,	targeted	areas,	and	maintains	the	
core	functions	that	are	vital	to	uphold	stewardship	











from	 2010	 to	 2013.	 	 These	 reductions	 are	 being	
implemented	throughout	Interior	and	result	from	
changes	 in	how	 the	Department	manages	 travel,	









for	 the	 civilian	pay	 increase,	 anticipated	changes	
in	the	Federal	contributions	to	health	benefits,	rent	
increases,	changes	in	workers	and	unemployment	
compensation	 costs,	 programs	 financed	 through	
the	Working	 Capital	 Fund,	 and	 specific	 contract	
requirements	for	Section	638	agreements.		
Cost Recovery – Significant	portions	of	Interior’s	
budget	are	funded	by	cost	recovery,	offsetting	col-
lections,	and	discrete	fees	 linked	to	uses	of	 lands	
and	 resources.	 	 The	 budget	 proposes	 to	 increase	





































initiated	 in	 2012,	 allowing	 the	 Office	 of	 Surface	


























summary of major Changes
(millions of dollars)
inTerior, environmenT, and relaTed agenCies
Fixed	Costs	...............................................................	 [+92.3]
BLM







































































































































incident,	 as	well	as	 to	 support	 renewable	energy	
lease	auctions.


























by	 February	 15,	 2012	 on	 the	 results	 of	 consulta-
tion	with	 the	 bureaus’	 employees,	 congressional	
committees,	and	interested	parties,	such	as	Tribes,	
State	regulatory	officials,	industry	representatives,	
and	 representatives	 of	 communities	 affected	 by	
coal	mining.














pumping	 plant	 and	 fish	 screen,	 discontinues	 the	





and	 activities;	 and	 environmental	 restoration	
and	compliance.







Mni	Wiconi	Project	 in	 South	Dakota	by	 the	 2013	















U. S. Geological Survey – The	USGS	budget	request	
is	$1.1	billion,	$34.5	million	above	the	2012	enacted	
level.	 	 The	 President’s	 budget	 supports	 science,	
monitoring,	and	assessment	activities	that	are	criti-
cal	to	understanding	and	managing	the	ecological,	










The	 USGS	 budget	 also	 includes	 investments	 in	
important	science	programs	to	help	meet	societal	
needs.		A	program	increase	of	$13.0	million	above	
2012	 for	 the	WaterSMART	Program	will	 be	used	
to	 conduct	 research	 on	 predictive	models	 on	 re-































$2.0	million,	 the	 USGS	will	 address	 overarching	
ecosystem	issues	related	to	the	invasive	brown	tree	
snake,	white-nose	syndrome	in	bats,	and	coral	reef	




efforts	 through	 the	DOI	Climate	 Science	Centers	




Capital:  Protecting Society and the Economy.	
The	2013	budget	also	provides	a	program	increase	
of	 $6.8	 million	 to	 sustain	 and	 enhance	 existing	


















gated	 balances.	 	 The	 budget	 includes	America’s	
Great	Outdoors	 increases	 of	 $20.9	million	 in	 the	
Resource	Management	account	and	$52.3	million	
for	land	acquisition.		There	is	a	$3.9	million	increase	



























provided	 in	grants	 to	States	 for	fish	and	wildlife	
restoration	and	conservation.		













National Park Service – The	2013	budget	includes	
$2.6	 billion,	 $1.0	million	 below	 the	 2012	 enacted	
level.	 	Within	the	total	available	for	NPS	in	2013,	
$2.4	billion	is	for	programs	that	support	the	goals	
of	 the	America’s	 Great	Outdoors	 initiative.	 	 The	
budget	 proposes	 strategic	 increases	 to	 advance	
the	 goals	 of	 the	 initiative,	 including	 increases	 of	
$13.5	million	 for	 park	 operations	 and	 $17.5	mil-
lion	 for	 Land	 Acquisition	 and	 State	 Assistance.	
The	budget	proposes	reductions	of	$7.8	million	in	
the	National	Recreation	and	Preservation	account	






$5.0	million	 for	 Climate	 Change	Adaptive	Man-
agement	 tools,	 $2.0	 million	 for	 U.S.	 Park	 Police	











ing	grants	 to	States	and	 local	entities	 to	preserve	
and	protect	Civil	War	battlefield	sites	outside	the	
national	 park	 system.	 	 The	 budget	 also	 requests	






















































is	 for	 Office	 of	 Natural	 Resources	 Revenue	 pro-
grams	including	a	program	increase	of	$1.2	million	
to	 complete	 termination	 of	 the	 Royalty-in-Kind	
program	and	a	program	decrease	of	 $2.3	million	


































that	 fully	 funds	 the	 10-year	 suppression	 average	



























Congress	 to	 collect	 a	 fair	 return	 to	 the	American	
taxpayer	for	the	sale	of	Federal	resources,	to	reduce	
unnecessary	 spending,	 and	 to	 extend	 beneficial	
authorities	of	 law.	 	Together	 these	proposals	will	
save	$2.5	billion	over	the	next	decade.	
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Reform Coal Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation – 
















The	Administration	 proposes	 to	 reform	 the	 coal	












Abandoned	 Mine	 Lands	 Advisory	 Council	 will	




Nation’s	most	 dangerous	 abandoned	 coal	mines	
while	 saving	 taxpayers	$1.1	billion	over	 the	next	
ten	years.
Create a Hardrock Abandoned Mine Reclamation 
Fund – To	address	the	legacy	of	abandoned	hardrock	
mines	across	the	U.S.,	Interior	will	propose	legisla-


































account	 for,	 and	 disburse	 the	 hardrock	 royalty	
receipts.	 	 The	 proposal	 is	 projected	 to	 generate	
revenues	to	the	U.S.	Treasury	of	$80.0	million	over	
ten	years.
Fee on Non-producing Oil and Gas Leases – The	
Administration	will	submit	a	legislative	proposal	to	
encourage	energy	production	on	lands	and	waters	
















revenues	 to	 the	U.S.	Treasury	of	 $13.0	million	 in	
2013	and	$783.0	million	over	ten	years.
Net Receipts Sharing for Energy Minerals – The	
Administration	proposes	 to	make	permanent	 the	
current	arrangement	for	sharing	the	cost	to	admin-














Repeal Oil and Gas Fee Prohibition and Manda-
tory Permit Funds – The	Administration	proposes	











to	 establish	 fees	 for	 applications	 for	 permits	 to	
drill	administratively.		In	combination	with	normal	
discretionary	 appropriations,	 these	 cost	 recovery	
fees	will	then	replace	the	applications	for	permits	


































however,	 the	proposal	 could	generate	 savings	 to	
the	Treasury	if	future	natural	gas	prices	drop	below	
current	projections.		
Repeal of Authorities to Accept Royalty Payments 
In Kind – The	Administration	proposes	to	solidify	








enacted,	 this	 proposal	would	 provide	 additional	
certainty	that	a	new	Royalty-in-Kind		program	could	
not	be	initiated	at	some	point	in	the	future.








Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conserva-
tion Stamps – Federal	 Migratory	 Bird	 Hunting	











































Extension of Payments in Lieu of Taxes – The PILT	
payments	 are	 currently	 authorized	 only	 through	
2012.	 	The	budget	proposes	a	one-year	extension	
of	mandatory	PILT	payments	at	the	current	autho-
rization	 levels	 in	 2013.	 	These	payments	 support	
local	 government	 services	 in	 counties	 that	 have	
significant	Federal	lands	within	their	boundaries.	
The	Administration	looks	forward	to	working	with	
Congress	 to	 develop	 a	 longer-term	 strategy	 for	






















for	 2012,	 operators	 will	 now	 be	 charged	 for	 the	




New Fee for Onshore Oil and Gas Inspections –
Through	appropriations	language,	the	Administra-
tion	 proposes	 to	 implement	 an	 inspection	 fee	 in	
2013	for	onshore	oil	and	gas	drilling	activities	that	




BLM	 appropriations,	 thereby	 expanding	 the	 ca-
pacity	 of	BLM’s	 oil	 and	gas	 inspection	program.	
The	fee	would	support	Federal	efforts	to	increase	
production	 accountability,	 human	 safety,	 and	
environmental	protection.





was	authorized	 in	2010,	and	 if	 continued,	would	
generate	 an	 estimated	 $32.5	million	 in	 offsetting	
collections	in	2013.
























































American Indians — Interior	maintains	relationships	with	566	 federally	recognized	Tribes	 in	 the	 lower	
48	States	and	Alaska,	and	provides	support	to	a	service	population	of	more	than	1.7	million	people.	The	
BIE	 provides	 education	 services	 to	 nearly	 41,000	 students	 in	 23	 States	 attending	 183	 elementary	 and	
secondary	 schools	 and	 dormitories	 and	 supports	 31	 BIE-funded	 community	 colleges,	 universities,	 and	 	
post-secondary	schools.	There	are	98	BIA-funded	corrections	programs	and	187	BIA-funded	law	enforce-
ment	programs.
American Indian Trust — Interior	has	responsibility	for	the	largest	land	trust	in	the	world.		Today,	the	In-
dian	trust	encompasses	nearly	56	million	surface	acres	and	57	million	acres	of	subsurface	mineral	estates.		
On	these	lands,	Interior	manages	over	100,000	leases	for	uses	such	as	farming,	grazing,	and	oil	and	gas	
production	on	behalf	of	individual	Indians	and	Tribes.		The	Office	of	the	Special	Trustee	manages	over	$3.7	
billion	of	funds	held	in	over	2,900	trust	accounts	for	more	than	250	Indian	Tribes,	and	over	380,000	open	
Individual	Indian	Monies	accounts.
Science — Interior	provides	objective,	multi-discipline	science	used	by	resource	managers	and	decision	
makers	in	understanding,	managing,	and	protecting	the	landscape,	natural	resources,	and	natural	hazards.		
Data	are	available	to	the	public	from	over	7,600	streamgages	and	over	2,200	earthquake	sensors.		Over	six	
million	satellite	scenes	have	been	downloaded	from	the	Landsat	archives	since	being	made	available	at	no	
cost;	there	were	2.6	million	scenes	downloaded	in	2011	alone.	Over	61,000	publications	dating	back	to	1882	
are	available	through	the	publishing	warehouse.
